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Our KEY text is taken from 1 Corinthians 14:34, 35 

“Let your women keep silence in the churches:  

for it is not permitted unto them to speak;  

but they are commanded to be under obedience, 

 as also saith the law. And if they will learn any thing,  

let them ask their husbands at home:  

for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.” 



Are women not to speak at all in the church?  

Can’t they participate in church activities  

like singing, preaching, teaching, etc?  

Is the apostle saying they are to be mute worshipers? 



There is NO church, whether Catholic or 

Protestants, where women are not permitted to 

speak. 



The apostle writes a similar passage to Timothy.  

This gives us more light. 

1 Timothy 2:11, 12 “Let the woman learn in silence  

with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach,  

nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.” 

 



In this passage of Timothy, we get a clearer understanding  

of what Paul was actually addressing regarding  

women being silent in the church.  

The apostle highlights about being in “subjection”  

about not exercising “authority over the man” 



That is definitely the context of what Paul was writing 

about women being silent in the churches.  

How do we know that is exactly what the apostle meant?  



When we compare what Paul wrote elsewhere about  

women, and when we compare the rest of the Bible,  

the picture clearly emerges of what the apostle meant.  



Throughout history God has used women in various roles— 

in the Old and in the New Testament. God raised up  

women prophets to guide and judge His people at  

different times in history  



In Exodus we have Miriam, the prophetess, 

 the Sister of Moses and Aaron leading the congregation in  

singing. 

Ex 15:20, 21 “And Miriam the prophetess,  

the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand;  

and all the women went out after her with timbrels  

and with dances. And Miriam answered them,  

Sing ye to the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously;  

the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.” 



Deborah, a prophetess, was a judge in Israel, 

 the highest authoritative post at that time. 

Judges 4:4 “And Deborah, a prophetess,  

the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time.” 



Huldah, a prophetess, was a interpreter of the     

book of the law.   



When Josiah the King found the book of the  

Law of Moses, he wanted someone to teach him the truths  

contained in it.  He called for the high priest and many 

others. 



 2 Kings 22:11 “And it came to pass, when the king 

had heard the words of the book of the law, 

that he rent his clothes.”  



2 Kings 22:12, 13 And the king commanded Hilkiah  

the priest, … saying, Go ye, enquire of the LORD for me,  

and for the people, and for all Judah,  

concerning the words of this book that is found” 



2 Kings 22:14, 15 “So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and  

Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asahiah, went unto  

Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of 

Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; (now 

she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college;) and they communed 

with her. And she said unto them, Thus saith the LORD 

God of Israel, Tell the man that sent you to me” 



Here we see a woman was used by God to interpret 

 the book of the law to the king and the high priest,  

and to prophesy as well! 



Luke 2:36-38 “And there was one Anna, a prophetess … 

which departed not from the temple, but served God with 

fastings and prayers night and day. And she coming in that 

instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him 

to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” 

In the New Testament we have Anna, the prophetess, 

preaching in the temple of Jerusalem! 



In the book of Acts we have four sisters,  

all prophets, prophesying to the church the counsels  

and instructions of God. 

Acts 21:8, 9 “Philip the evangelist …And the same man 

had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy.” 



God has promised to do it once again in a large scale,  

worldwide, when He is going to use, both,  

men and women, in His final work on earth. 



Joel 2:28, 29 “And it shall come to pass afterward,  

that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 

 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

your old men shall dream dreams, your young  

men shall see visions: And also upon the servants 

 and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour 

out my spirit.” 



So it is very clear from scripture that, both,  

men and women have been used by God to teach, 

 guide and instruct His church  



In fact even the apostle Paul,  in the same letter 

 to the Corinthian church, wrote about  

women praying and prophesying in the church.  

He was not against them speaking at all in church.  



1 Corinthians 11:5 “But every woman that prayeth or 

prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head” 

The above text clearly indicates that Paul was not against 

 women praying or prophesying. He was concerned  

about HOW they go about it. 



Let us look again about what Paul wrote to the             

Corinthian Church. 

“Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is 

 not permitted unto them to speak; but they are  

commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.  

And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their  

husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak  

in the church.” 

 



If we take the reading as it is, without seeing the context  

of the statement, it would mean that Paul is saying 

 women should be mute worshipers in the church.  

And what is the use of them coming to church if they 

 can’t participate?  



The worldwide percentage of women attending church is 

greater than men. Imagine if the majority of the worshippers 

have no right to speak! 



We need to see the context in which it was written. 

 In the previous verse the apostle wrote: 

1 Corinthians 14:33 “For God is not the author of  

confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.” 



Obviously, there was a lot of confusion in Corinthian  

church, and no peace at all.  

The Apostle wanted to bring order and serenity back 

 in this troublesome Corinthian church. 
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And how would he go about doing it? 

 It was not an easy task. Everyone in the church 

contributed to its chaos.  



What caused the chaos?  

There was no law and order in the church service.  

Everyone was his own leader. There was no co-ordination  

among members. 



The church did not function as a body.  

They functioned as individual organs of the body.  

Each one felt he or she was greater than the other. 

1 Corinthians 12:17 “If the whole body were an eye, 

 where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, 

where were the smelling?” 



Every person, men and women, contributed to this  

state of mess. Each one was playing a leading role.  

All wanted to be the leader of the church, and not  

accept the one that God has placed.  

1 Corinthians 14:26 “How is it then, brethren?  

when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, 

hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an 

interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.” 



The apostle then starts to pen down the rules 

 to bring order back to the Corinthian church.  



He states the rules the tongue speakers should follow, 

and how many could speak in one service. 

1 Corinthians 14:27 “If any man speak in an unknown 

 tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three,  

and that by course; and let one interpret.” 



Paul says the tongue speaker should keep silent in  

the church at a given context. 

1 Corinthians 14:28 “But if there be no interpreter, 

 let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak  

to himself, and to God.” 

 



The apostle also gives guidelines to the prophets in the 

 church. 

1 Corinthians 14:29 “Let the prophets speak two or  

three, and let the other judge.” 



Then he states that a prophet should keep silence at  

some point of time. 

1 Corinthians 14:30 “If any thing be revealed to another 

 that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.” 



Isaiah 53:7 “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 

opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 

and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not 

his mouth.” 

It was not that Jesus was always silent. 

Even the Lord Jesus—the word in flesh—was Silent, 

according to the prophecy about Him.  



So it is not just that women have to be silent in the church,  

but also prophets and tongue speakers as well,  

at some particular point! 



Being silent in church is only at a particular time.  

At what point of time should women keep silence  

according to the apostle? 



1 Corinthians 14:35 “And if they will learn any thing,  

let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame  

for women to speak in the church.  

Weymouth’s New Testament  

1 Corinthians 14:35 “And if they wish to ask questions, 

 they should ask their own husbands at home.  

For it is disgraceful for a married woman to speak  

at a Church assembly.” 



It is obvious in the context that the women asking  

questions, contributed to the confusion and chaos  

that already existed. It was adding fuel to the fire that was 

already burning very hot! 



What kind of questions where asked—we really don’t 

 know from this passage. But if we read the similar passage 

 that Paul wrote to Timothy we realize that the problem  

was not with the questions posed but with the  

ATTITUDE it was asked.  



1 Timothy 2:11, 12 “Let the woman learn in silence with  

all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach,  

nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.” 



The issue related to having “authority over the man”,  

the issue related to being in “subjection”.  

This created confusion in the churches as the role of men 

 and women in the church and in the home was mixed up.  



And Paul quotes from two sources to backup his statement.  

“…But they are commanded to be under obedience,  

as also saith the law.” (KJV) 

“They must be content with a subordinate place,  

as the Law also says”. (WNT) 



“The law” must be a reference to the laws of the land.  

The Roman and Greek laws that were prevalent in those 

 days had severe restrictions on women and their role in  

public places. 



Paul also quotes the Scriptures to prove his point.  

So that isn’t just a cultural issue but also it’s a scriptural  

issue. 

1 Timothy 2:12, 13, 14 “But I suffer not a woman to 

 teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in  

silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve.  

And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 

 deceived was in the transgression.” 



The apostle is going to the very beginning.   He talks about 

WHO was first created, and WHO was deceived. He 

makes his point clear.  



Also after sin God has made it further clear by spelling  

it out, the subordination of a woman to a man. 

Genesis 3:16 “And he shall rule over thee.” 



The first woman was the target of the enemy,  

as the woman being the weaker vessel of the two. 

1 Peter 3:7 “…the wife… the weaker vessel” 



Both, men and women are weak. And of the two weak 

people, the woman is the “weaker”. Whether one is weak or 

weaker, both need the Lord. He said, “My grace is sufficient 

for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.”                  

2 Corinthians 12:9  



Eve wandering from the side of Adam gave the  

devil a good chance to get her  



The human nature has not changed,  neither is the devil 

changed.   The devil is still targeting the weaker vessel to 

make inroads. 



The Apostle was concerned for the women of the church 

 who might fall a trap to the devices of the enemy if they  

forgot their role that God gave them.  



The Apostle wrote to Timothy again about the devil, 

 through the false teachers in the church, trying to  

seduce the women who were trying to be independent. 

2Timothy 3:6 “For of this sort are they which creep into 

 houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins,  

led away with divers lusts” 



Knowing the attack that was coming upon these women,  

which would finally lead them to their destruction,  

the apostle commands them to be silent in the church  

and give respect to their husbands in the church so that  

these false teachers within the church would not be able  

to take advantage of them later.  



Isn’t it true also today? If other men see that a woman is 

not respecting and obeying her husband, don’t these 

strange men try to take advantage and seduce these 

women? 



Before we conclude we need understand the word “silence” 

 in scripture.  

Habakkuk 2:20 “But the LORD is in his holy temple:  

let all the earth keep silence before him.” 

Keep silence before God means to listen to God,  

to respect His presence.  



The apostle Peter also talks about women being silence, 

 not in church but, at all times. It is not absolute silence 

 but the silence of giving respect.  He uses the same  

Greek root word that Paul used in 1 Timothy.  

1 Peter 3:1, 3 “Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection 

 to your own husbands… of a meek and quiet spirit”.  



So WHAT did Paul mean when he said women should  

be silence in the churches? The verb used there designates  

a way of speaking that disrupts the peace. It was a specific 

type of silence and not the absence of all speech. 



As we have already seen, God chooses even a woman  

and anoints them to be prophets who have a great role of 

 leading and guiding and directing the church. But as a  

general rule, the role of women and the role of men, in the 

 church and in the family, are clearly spelt out in scriptures. 



The same apostle who wrote those two passages of  

women remaining silence in the church also wrote about 

 the blessing of the gospel are equal to all— 

men and women. 

Galatians 3:28, 29 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 

is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female:  

for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's,  

then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according 

 to the promise.” 
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